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SUBJECT: TRANSKEI BANS METHODIST CHURCH OF SOUTH AFRICA 
REF: (A) DURBAN 040; (B) DURBAN A-09; (C) DURBAN A- 19 

1. BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED: IN TERMS OF AN OFFICIAL DECREE 

GAZETTED MAY 26 PRIME MINISTER MATANZIMA MADE GOOD HIS EARLIER 
THREATS (REFS A AND B) AND DECLARED THE METHODIST CHURCH OF 
SOUTH AFRICA AN UNDESIRABLE ORGANIZATION, BANNING ITS OPERATION 
IN TRANSKEI. REPORTS PROM TRANSKEI INDICATE MATANZIMA WILL 
SOON INTRODUCE LEGISLATION IN THE ASSEMBLY ESTABLISHING A 
METHODIST CHURCH OF TRANSKEI TO REPLACE THE NOW-BANNED 
ORGANIZATION. 

2. THE BANNING WAS GAZETTED THE DAY AFTER PASSAGE OF NEW 
SECURITY LEGISLATION, THE "UNDESIRABLE ORGANIZATIONS ACT" 
EMPOWERING THE GOVERNMENT TO BAN ORGANIZATIONS AND SEIZE 
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THEIR ASSETS IF THEY ARE DEEMED TO BE A THREAT TO THE NATION'S 
SECURITY. SOURCES TELL US THE ACT WAS DRATTED WITH THE METHODIST 
CHURCH IN MIND AND WAS PUSHED THROUGH IN TWO WEEKS, WITHOUT 
SIGNIFICANT DEBATE OR OPPOSITION. 

3. THE METHODIST CHURCH IN SOUTH APRICA REACTED TO THE BANNING 
BY ASKING MATANZIMA TO RECONSIDER HIS ACTION. A SOUTH AFRICAN 
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PROGRESSIVE EEDERAL PARTY MP, DR. ALEX BORAINE, A FORMER HEAD 
OE THE METHODIST CONEERENCE IN SOUTH AERICA, CALLED THE ACTION 
"RECKLESS AND TRAGIC" AND PREDICTED IT WOULD SPLIT THE CHURCH 
IN TRANSKEI FROM TOP TO BOTTOM. KNOWLEDGE GUZANA, A EORMER 
HEAD OE THE OPPOSITION DEMOCRATIC PARTY IN TRANSKEI AND A 
LONG-TIME OPPONENT OE MATANZIMA, HAS LED THE OPPOSITION TO THE 
NATIONALIZATION WITHIN THE CHURCH IN TRANSKEI (REE C). HE 
INDICATED HE WOULD CONTINUE TO EIGHT THE ACTION, WHICH HE 
ALSO EXPECTED TO CAUSE A NATIONWIDE PROTEST. 

4. EYI: THE METHODIST CHURCH IS TRANSKETS MOST POWEREUL 
RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATION. BOTH THE PRIME MINISTER AND HIS 
BROTHER GEORGE MATANZIMA, THE MINSTER OE JUSTICE, ARE LAY 
PREACHES IN THE CHURCH AND REPORTS INDICATE MOST OF THE 
CABINET MINISTERS AND MEMBERS OE THE ASSEMBLY ARE METHODISTS. 

END EYI. 

5. POST RECORDS INDICATE THERE IS ONE METHODIST MISSION IN 
TRANSKEI WITH AMERICAN STAFE, THE GREENVILLE MISSION HOSPITAL. 
HOWEVER, WHEN CONTACTED BY POST, THEY SAID THEY ARE "FREE 
METHODISTS " NOT ASSOCIATED WITH THE METHODIST CHURCH OE 
SOUTH AERICA AND THEREEORE DO NOT EXPECT THEIR ACTIVITIES 

TO BE AEEECTED BY THE BAN. END UNCLASSIEIED. 

6. BEGIN LOU: COMMENT: THERE IS NO CLEAR INDICATION WHY 
MATANZIMA PERSISTED IN HIS DECISION TO BAN THE CHURCH. THE 
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ISSUE, CHRISTMAS GREETINGS AND TACIT RECOGNITION OE TRANSKEI, 

WAS A MINOR MATTER AND WOULD HAVE ESCAPED WIDESPREAD ATTENTION 
HAD HE NOT REACTED SO PETULANTLY IN JANUARY (REE A). EVEN 
SO, NUMEROUS FACE-SAVING OPPORTUNITIES WERE OFEERED TO HIM 
BY THE METHODIST CHURCH BUT HE REEUSED TO BE DETERRED. 

THERE SEEMINGLY IS NO IMMEDIATE INTERNAL POLITICAL DIVIDEND 
TO BE EARNED, AS THERE WAS IN BREAKING RELATIONS WITH SOUTH 
AERICA, AND INDEED MATANZIMA COULD INCREASE DOMESTIC CRITICISM 
OE HIS REGIME BY MOVING AGAINST THE CHURCH. WE WILL MONITOR 
THE PROGRESS OE THE NATIONALIZATION AND WOULD APPRECIATE ANY 
INDICATION DEPARTMENT CAN PROVIDE ON ATTITUDE OE THE METHODIST 
CHURCH IN THE U.S. TO THE EVENTS AND EXTENT, IE ANY, OE AMERICAN 
PERSONNEL OR ASSETS OE THE U.S. METHODIST CHURCH WHICH MAY BE 
BE AT RISK IN TRANSKEI. 

EUGIT 
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